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Village Board meeting Tuesday September 16, 2014

MINUTES of a Regular Meeting of the Village Board of Trustees held Tuesday evening, September 16, 2014 at 
6:00 PM, Village Hall, 111 Elm Street, Room 202, Penn Yan, NY  14527

PRESENT   Mayor L. MacKerchar;  Trustees W. Allison: C. Benedict; C. Christensen; B. Church;  D. Reeve;  R. 
Stewart;  Attorney Ed Brockman; Clerk/Treasurer G. Meeks; Director of Public Works B. Bodine; Assistant 
Director of Public Works B. Jensen;  Police Chief M. Hulse; CEO B. Lyon  

ABSENT:  Fire Chief J. Housel  

News Media present:  Gwen Chamberlain, Chronicle Express; David Specksgoor, Dundee Observer

PUBLIC:  Mark Morris, Gene Mitchell, Bruce Warfield 

At 6:03 PM, Mayor MacKerchar called the Village Board meeting to order.   

CALL FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

No call for Executive Session 
           
MINUTES:

MOTION by Trustee Allison, seconded by Trustee Christensen to approve the Village Board Minutes from 
August 19, 2014 and Special Board meeting on August 8, 2014. 

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

                                                                                                                                
MOTION by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Christensen to approve the Special Village Board meeting on 
September 4, 2014.
 
ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 

 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

GUESTS, PUBLIC REQUEST & COMMENTS:

Gene Mitchell addressed a situation with the water and sewer bill he received for one of his rental properties for a 
single family residence.   He is a bit upset that owners are responsible for bills if the tenants do not pay.   Mr. 
Mitchell is aware of the agreements that are made between the municipal and tenants.  He is not happy if these are 
not paid and the landlords are not aware until the balances are placed on the taxes.   He would like the Board to 
address these agreement issues so it doesn’t happen to other homeowners –landlords without their knowledge. Mr. 
Mitchell feels he shouldn’t have to check to see if tenants have paid or not.  Mr. Mitchell mentioned that over the 
past 30 years this has happened 5-6 times that the balances have been placed on taxes.  Mayor explained any 
payments that are made go on the oldest accounts first. Atty. & Mayor feel the Village should not be placed in the 
middle between the property owners and tenants.    Municipal Chairman Rom French mentioned these agreements 
do work he also mentioned we have three options 1) place bill in tenants names, 2) place in the owners names 3) 
landlords could charge more rent.   After a lengthy discussion the Village Board is referring this matter back to the
Municipal Board to re-examine the process.  

MOTION by Trustee Church, seconded by Trustee Reeve to authorize the Chamber of Commerce to hold their 
annual display of handmade scarecrows throughout the downtown business district from October 3rd thru 
November 1st.

Discussion:  Trustee Church mentioned last year our girls won this, great job.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

MOTION by Trustee Church, seconded by Trustee Christensen to authorize the Penn Yan Academy Science
Boosters to hold their 3rd annual 6.02 Mole Race on Saturday, October 18, 2014 starting at 6:02PM.   Race will
begin at the Academy travel up Court Street, through Lakeview Cemetery back to Court Street and back to the
football field and conclude at approximately 7:15pm.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

MAYOR:

Mayor MacKerchar informed the Board of a meeting with the Yates County Emergency Management to discuss
updates from the May 2014 flood.  This is being held on Tuesday September 30, 12014 from 8:30AM – 12:30PM
at the Yates County Auditorium if anyone would like to attend. 
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Mayor MacKerchar mentioned the Public Health Department is having a Community Forum on Heroin use on
Tuesday September 30, 2014 at 7:00PM at the Penn Yan Academy.

MOTION by Trustee Allison, seconded by Trustee Christensen to authorize an Exit Conference with the Auditors
on October 8, 2014 at 10:00AM.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

ATTORNEY:

MOTION by Trustee Church, seconded by Trustee Allison to authorize Resolution No 67-2014 Regarding 
Accepting Assignment of Sewer Assets and Easements for Kimball Avenue Including Infrastructure Associated 
Therewith 

WHEREAS, it has been determined by the Village Director of Public Works that easements are necessary for the 
maintenance of sewer and water infrastructure under Kimball Avenue in the Village, on the easterly side of Lake 
Street Plaza; and

WHEREAS, ownership of sewer infrastructure installed by the Lake Street Plaza owner is to be assigned
to the Village; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the village of Penn Yan intends to address SEQRA issues related 
to the Kimball Avenue easement.

Now Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, The Board of Trustees designates itself as lead agency for SEQRA purposes, declares this 
to be an “unlisted action” and therefore a Short Environmental Assessment (SEAF) form will be prepared.  

RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized and directed to execute the necessary documents to effectuate 
the easement agreements upon approval thereof by DPW Bodine and the Village Attorney and to accept delivery 
thereof together with the assignment of sewer infrastructure located in Kimball Avenue, also upon approval of 
DPW Director Bodine.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

Atty. Brockman  reviewed in full the SEQRA (Short Environmental Assessment Form) for Lake Street Plaza 
distribution upgrades.

MOTION by Trustee Reeve, seconded by Trustee Christensen to accept and authorize Mayor MacKerchar signs 
the SEQRA for Lake Street Plaza distribution upgrades.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION:

No update

MUNICIPAL:

MOTION by Trustee Allison, seconded by Trustee Benedict to authorize the purchase of six (6) 50 KVA pole top
transformers from Howard Industries in the amount of $8,172.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

MOTION by Trustee Allison, seconded by Trustee Stewart to authorize to go out for bid on 1 – 750kVA pad 
mount transformer for installation at the Microtel.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

MOTION by Trustee Allison, seconded by Trustee Church to authorize $11.25 in sewer bill forgiveness is 
granted for 568 Liberty Street Apt #1.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0
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MOTION by Trustee Allison, seconded by Trustee Christensen to authorize $113.90 in sewer bill forgiveness is 
granted for 221 North Avenue.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

MOTION by Trustee Allison, seconded by Trustee Church to authorize the attendance of two (2) employees at 
the Basic Laboratory Skills Training, October 8th 2014 being offered in Waterloo at a cost of $125 per person.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

MOTION by Trustee Allison, seconded by Trustee Church to approve Utility Payment Agreements in the amount 
of $ 12,596.08.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION:

MOTION: by Trustee Church, seconded by Trustee Christensen to pay current Village and Municipal bills as 
submitted.

AUDIT:

                         

Amount:
Paid Before Audit:

General 36,321.69        
Electric 279,856.98     
Sewer 132,408.24     
Water 15,596.54        
Capital Projects 49,545.68        

Total Paid Before Audit $ 513,729.13     
Current Audit:

General $ 62,137.01        
Community Development - CRC -                    
Electric 5,800.20          
Sewer 694,831.48     
Water 22,413.32        
Capital Projects 1,948.16          

Total Current Audit Items $ 787,130.17     
TOTAL AUDIT $ 1,300,859.30  

 

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

   
PERSONNEL:

MOTION by Trustee Benedict, seconded by Trustee Reeve to authorize to create one Part time Typist/Keyboard 
Specialist position.  Maximum 20 hrs. per week, no Village paid benefits.  $16.71 per hour.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

MOTION by Trustee Benedict, seconded by Trustee Reeve to authorize to hire Danette Eatherton as Part time 
Typist/keyboard Specialist for the Department of Public Works office.   Maximum 20 hours per week at $16.71hr. 
Start date, Monday Sept. 22, 2014.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

MOTION by Trustee Benedict, seconded by Trustee Reeve to authorize to add Domestic Partner coverage to the 
Excellus Health Care Policy for 2015.



4

Village Board meeting Tuesday September 16, 2014

Discussion: Trustee Benedict explained this was an oversight and not included in the 2014 coverage.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

MOTION by Trustee Benedict, seconded by Trustee Reeve to authorize to create two Part time Laborer positions.
Maximum 20 hours per week.  Entry level rate will be at minimum wage.  No Village paid benefits.

Discussion: Trustee Benedict explained we have some limitations on the length of time for a seasonal employee.   
Will have one Part Time person to help with Cemetery and DPW Departments and will have more flexibility.  

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

PUBLIC SAFETY:

POLICE DEPARTMENT:

Derek Chisom has graduated from Finger Lakes Law Enforcement Academy and has successfully completed his 
basic training.  

MOTION by Trustee Christensen, seconded by Trustee Church to appoint Derek Chisom as a Part Time Police 
Officer. Due to contract commitments his rate of pay is $12.00 per hour effective 9/13/2014.     

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

Katie Zebrowski has successfully completed her Field Training as of Sept. 9, 2014 and will graduate from the 
Southern Tier Law Enforcement Academy on September 26, 2014.

MOTION by Trustee Christensen, seconded by Trustee Church to appoint Katie Zebrowski as a Part Time Police 
Officer at a pay rate of $16.00 per hour retroactively effective 8/7/2014.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

 
MOTION by Trustee Christensen, seconded by Trustee Benedict to authorize the Promotion of Sgt. Dunham to 
Investigator position, same rate of pay.   40 hours per week Monday – Friday.  There is an active certified list at 
Yates County Civil Service for this position in which Sgt. Dunham is ranked number 2.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

MOTION by Trustee Christensen, seconded by Trustee Allison to authorize Michael Donovan as a Part Time 
Police Officer effective 9-17-14    Additional part time position was approved last month by the Village Board and
the position has been approved by Yates County Civil Service.  Rate of pay is $18.00 per hour. 

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

Trustee Christensen mentioned the Penn Yan Police Officers are receiving Naloxone “Narcan” training from Yates
County Public Health and the Yates county Sheriff’s Department.  Some kits have been issued and a policy is in 
the process of being written. Naloxone is an FDA-approved drug that is administered to subjects that have 
overdosed on opiods.  Training sessions will be held at the Village Hall on September 10th at 1:00PM and 24th at 
6:00PM for Penn Yan Police Department and Yates County Sheriff’s Department personnel.

MOTION by Trustee Christensen, seconded by Trustee Benedict to authorize one spot for the Instructor 
Development Course being offered by the Elmira Regional Public Safety Training Center Course October 13th to 
the 24th. Cost is $300.00

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

MOTION by Trustee Christensen, seconded by Trustee Church to authorize Chief Hulse attends the Intermediate 
ICS for expanding incidents (I-300) training to be held at the Ontario County Public Safety Training Center.  No 
cost for training.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

MOTION by Trustee Christensen, seconded by Trustee Stewart  to authorize Chief Hulse attends half of the 2014 
Annual Executive Development Seminar October 1st and 2nd in Varysburg, NY.  Cost is $155.00

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
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 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

Trustee Christensen mentioned the Police department has received new rifles and the training is being scheduled 
for later in the month and review the monthly activity for the Penn Yan Police Department. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Monthly Fire Department report 

Year to Date Fire Department report

MOTION by Trustee Christensen, seconded by Trustee Allison to authorize the purchase of I am Responding 
Software - main purpose for record keeping for the Fire Department.  This has a 60 day trial period.  Have a 
onetime set up fee for $50.00.   First year total is $700.00 and remaining annual fee for five years will be $650.00. 

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

CODE ENFORCEMENT:

MOTION by Trustee Christensen, seconded by Trustee Church to authorize Atty. Brockman to review and revise 
Chapter 80 (regarding dogs and animals) of the Village Code to include cleaning up after dog. 

Discussion: Question was brought up who will be enforcing this law. Bruce, Code Enforcer would like visual 
proof and/or video tape.  Bruce explained a lot of things need to be reviewed before this can be enforced.   This 
subject has been brought up at Parks & Rec. meeting.  After winter months the mini-park is full of dog feces and 
we have had residents complain.   After a brief discussion the Board asked Atty.  Brockman is to review and revise
the Village law.   

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

PUBLIC WORKS:

MOTION by Trustee Allison, seconded by Trustee Church to award the planting and maintenance bid of 100 
trees to Hamm’s Landscape and Design for the Urban and Community Forestry Grant #T304811 in the amount of 
$12,500.

Discussion:  Brent explained this money is out of the IEEP funding.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

MOTION by Trustee Allison, seconded by Trustee Reeve to award the E. Elm / Basin Street Sidewalk & 
Retaining wall repair to City Hill Construction contingent on New York State Department of Transportation 
approval as a Federal Highway Administration project for $37,700

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

Trustee Allison mentioned the Willow Road project is still progressing along.  We’re waiting for railroad ties to be
removed from the site.  It is passable now but is restricted for public use at this time.

PARKS & RECREATION:

MOTION by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Church to authorize Resolution No 65-2014 Contract Term 
Extension for Playground and Outlet Trail Revitalization.  

Discussion: Mayor explained this is an extension from a grant that was original granted to us in 2006.

ADOPTED Ayes 7 MacKerchar, Allison, Benedict, Christensen, Church, Reeve, Stewart 
 Nays       0              Abstain   0                       Absent   0

Trustee Stewart stated they are having a post meeting tomorrow morning regarding the Peasantman Triathlon at 
10:00 AM review this past year and next year’s event.

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT:

Trustee Reeve mentioned have the first public session meeting for the Comprehensive Plan is set for October 15, 
2014 from 7:00PM – 9:00PM at Penn Yan Academy.  The steering Committee will have a follow-up meeting the 
next day.  This is a great start.  Trustee Reeve Thanked Gary and his staff for putting notices out to all users.  

PLANNING BOARD:
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COMMENTS

Mayor MacKerchar mentioned he has had a second meeting with the Town of Jerusalem on the sewer agreement –
meeting again next month.
         

ADJOURNMENT:

At 7:25 PM, MOTION by Trustee Allison, seconded by Trustee Benedict to adjourn the regular Village Board 
meeting.    

ADOPTED Ayes 7 Church Allison, C. Benedict, C. Christensen, Reeve, Stewart and Winslow
 Nays       0              Abstain 0                           Absent   0

___________________________________________
                                                                                        Margarita Morehouse, Senior Typist

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
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