
MINUTES of the Penn Yan Municipal Board Meeting held May 12, 2011 in the MUB Meeting Room of 
the Village Hall, 111 Elm Street, Penn Yan.

ATTENDEES: Chairman Rom French, Commissioners Bruce LeClaire, Dan Banach, Jerry 
Nissen and Dave Payne, Village Trustee Willie Allison, Village Clerk-Treasurer 
Shawna Wilber, Director of Public Works Brent Bodine and Assistant Director
of Public Works Bill Jensen

ALSO ATTENDING: Village Trustees Rich Stewart and Wayne Davidson, Keuka Park Water/Sewer 
Clerk Carrie Wheeler, Village Engineer Bob Elliott and Water Treatment Plant 
Chief Operator Matt Yonts

Chairman French called the meeting to order at 8:30 am.

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner Payne to approve the minutes of the 
Municipal Board meeting held April 14, 2011. Motion Carried.

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner Payne to hold an Executive Session at 
the end of the meeting to discuss contractual and personnel issues. Motion Carried.

Water Treatment Plant Chief Operator Matt Yonts was in attendance to apprise the Board of current 
activities at the water plant. Water Plant Operator Barry Disbrow submitted his letter of resignation and 
his last day of employment with the Village will be May 19th. Chief Operator Yonts, Director Bodine and 
Assistant Director Jensen have discussed how coverage at the plant will work for now and the importance 
of refilling that position. Work on the first filter that was part of the plant’s filter rehabilitation program 
has been completed. This project took approximately ten weeks to complete. Chief Operator Yonts 
reported that the filter is working better now than when it was new. The water plant staff is able to get 
about 47 hours of run time off the filter while the filters that have not yet been rehabilitated can only run 
twenty-five to thirty hours. This extra run time saves water and energy. Chief Operator Yonts and Village 
Engineer Elliott will test the filter to see if its improved efficiency will result in a reduction of 
Trihalomethanes (THMs). The media placed in the filter is Granular Activated Carbon, which reduces 
volatile organics and also helps with taste and odor. Sampling has been done and Chief Operator Yonts is 
awaiting the results to see what the THM levels are. The Board asked Chief Operator Yonts to forward 
the test results to them via e-mail once they’re received. It is anticipated that the next filter will be taken 
down for cleaning and painting the first week of October and the rehabilitation completed in mid-
December. The third filter will then be taken offline in January and back online in mid-March. Chief 
Operator Yonts reported that the Benton Hill reservoir tank cleaning project has been completed. The 
tank was taken offline April 6th to be cleaned and the tank is now back in service. During the time the tank 
was offline, no complaints regarding water pressure were received by the water plant staff or the 
Municipal office staff. The project went smoothly and the total cost was $37,000 plus engineering. The 
Benton Hill tank was found to be in excellent condition. The water plant staff and Village Engineer Elliott 
are discussing the possibility of building an aerator system in the Benton Hill tank. Chief Operator Yonts 
also reported that Sheryl Robbins of the Department of Health Department will be in Penn Yan today to 
certify Doug Marchionda, Jr. as a Water Treatment Plant Operator.

(Chief Operator Yonts left the meeting at 8:48 am.)



MOTION by Commissioner Nissen, seconded by Commissioner Banach to recommend to the Village 
Board that the Municipal bills for the month be paid as follows:

Electric Fund $  11,344.98
Water Fund $  49,360.66
Sewer Fund                                      $  23,663.04  
Total Municipal Audit $  84,368.68  Motion Carried.
(plus)
Capital $               0
Façade Program $    5,100.00
Paid before audit $322,564.31
General Fund                                    $  49,741.18  
Total Village Audit $461,774.17

Village Clerk-Treasurer Wilber reported that a Special Village Board Meeting has been scheduled for 
May 31st. That is the final day of fiscal year 2010-2011 and final payments for that fiscal year will need to 
be approved and paid to our vendors. 

Assistant Director Jensen provided an update on the E. Elm Street water line project. A temporary 
railroad crossing was constructed so that access to the Lakeview Organic grain facility could be 
maintained while work was continuing on E. Elm Street. This temporary entrance to the facility is 
being controlled by personnel at Lakeview Organic. This past Monday, both sets of railroad tracks at the 
E. Elm Street crossing were removed and a new water line installed underneath. Only one set of tracks 
will be re-installed and the railroad siding will be relocated so the switch will be behind Morgan’s grocery 
store. The DPW crew will finish paving E. Elm Street in July so the entire project will be completed 
before the Liberty Street bridge detour takes effect in September.

The monthly letter from the New York Power Authority (NYPA) regarding firm hydro energy for the 
month of April stated that there would be no reduction in firm hydro energy sales to NYPA’s hydropower 
customers for the period of May 1st through 31st.

Director Bodine reported that O’Connell Electric has located the parts needed to repair the LTC on T2 at 
the Welker Substation and that the repairs will be made the week of May 30th. 

During the MEUA Semi Annual Meeting, Director Bodine was asked by a NYMPA board member to 
consider applying to fill an open position on the NYMPA board. The Municipal Board agreed that 
Director Bodine’s involvement with the NYMPA board would benefit the Village and that his 
participation would be appropriate since other Public Works Directors also served on the NYMPA board.

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to recommend to the Village 
Board that Director Bodine be authorized to become a member of the NYMPA Board. Motion Carried.

Director Bodine discussed the need for electric pole inspections and that it may be helpful to do a survey 
of the condition of our poles so we have up-to-date information available. Director Bodine hopes to 
obtain quotes before the June MUB meeting to show the Board what it would cost to hire a company to 
do a pole inspection throughout the village. 

Village Engineer Elliott presented a map showing the homes where I&I (inflow and infiltration) 
inspections have been conducted. This map will be included in the next report to the DEC to illustrate the 
efforts being made to inspect homes in the village and rectify I&I issues. To date, approximately one-
third of the households in Penn Yan have been inspected.



During last month’s meeting, Jeff Bray addressed the Board to discuss the possible annexation of the 
property he owns on Widow Hill Road into the village and the possible extension of the existing water 
and sewer lines in that area to service the new home he is building. During this meeting, Director Bodine 
received an e-mail from Mr. Bray, which stated that he was no longer interested in pursuing annexation 
into the village or connecting to Municipal utilities.

A meeting will be held with the MUB Contract Negotiation Committee and Town of Pulteney 
representatives on Monday, May 16th at 2:00 pm. A Special Municipal Utilities Board Meeting will be 
held Tuesday, May 17th at 9:00 am to discuss the outcome of that meeting and to prepare a Motion for
the Village Board to consider. Secretary Fox was asked to try to schedule a meeting with County 
representatives at 8:00 am May 17th to discuss waterfront development issues.

Village Trustee Rich Stewart presented a Resolution adopted by the City of Canandaigua affirming that 
city’s policy of not accepting wastewater from hydrofracking operations at its wastewater treatment 
facility. The Board agreed that a similar Resolution should be adopted by the Village. Our Resolution 
should mention that we are under a New York State DEC Consent Order and the fact that, even if the 
wastewater came to us partially treated, our plant could not handle the additional volume of effluent. 
Secretary Fox was asked to forward Canandaigua’s Resolution to Village Attorney Brockman for his 
review.

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to recommend to the Village 
Board that a Resolution be developed – with the assistance of Village Attorney Brockman – to affirm that 
Penn Yan will not accept wastewater from hydrofracking operations at its Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Motion Carried.

A meeting with Village representatives and Town of Jerusalem representatives had been tentatively 
scheduled for Friday, May 6th but at least one person from Jerusalem could not attend. Keuka Park 
Water/Sewer Clerk Carrie Wheeler tried to determine alternative meeting dates, but has been unable to 
provide one. Chairman French asked Ms. Wheeler if she has a date for us today, but the answer was ‘no’. 
Ms. Wheeler said she will contact Secretary Fox with possible meeting dates.

The FLWWC Spring Workshop is being held June 2nd in Newark, NY at a cost of $20 per person.

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner Payne to authorize the attendance of up 
to four (4) employees at the FLWWC Spring Workshop being held June 2nd in Newark, NY at a cost of 
$20 per person. Motion Carried.

MOTION by Commissioner Payne, seconded by Commissioner Nissen to approve the addition of bucket 
self-levelers to the approved order for two (2) Bobcat skidsteers being purchased by the water/sewer fund 
and the WWTP fund; this item will add an additional $214 to the cost of each machine, bringing the total 
cost of both skidsteers to $2,428. Motion Carried.

Village Engineer Elliott reported that the volume of wastewater received at the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant (WWTP) was high in April and the average amount received was 2.0 million gallons; the plant is 
permitted to accept 1.8 million gallons per day. April was a rainy month and inflow and infiltration most 
likely accounted for the increased flow to the plant. Village Engineer Elliott encouraged us to remain 
proactive and continue identifying sump pumps that are connected to the sanitary sewer and conduct
re-inspections to make sure those illegal connection have been removed. We also need to keep inspecting 
sewer pipes to identify areas that are compromised where groundwater may be entering the sewer pipes 
and ultimately ending up at the WWTP. 



Chairman French and Commissioner Banach plan to attend the Village Board meeting on May 17th. 

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner Banach to accept the payment 
agreements in the amount of $10,644.06. Motion Carried.

MOTION by Commissioner LeClaire, seconded by Commissioner Payne to adjourn into Executive 
Session at 10:28 am to discuss contractual issues. Motion Carried.

MOTION by Commissioner Payne, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to adjourn out of Executive 
Session at 11:15 am and return to the regular meeting. Motion Carried.

MOTION by Commissioner Payne, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to recommend to the Village 
Board that we proceed with hiring a Water Plant Operator Trainee.                  Motion Carried.

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to recommend to the Village 
Board that Doug Marchionda, Jr. be promoted from Water Treatment Plant Operator Trainee to Water 
Treatment Plant Operator, effective May 12th, pending his successful certification by the Department of 
Health on that day. Motion Carried.

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner Payne to recommend to the Village 
Board that the Village absorb the $1,828.80 which was accidentally under-billed to fifteen residents in the 
Town of Milo in 2010. Motion Carried.

MOTION by Commissioner LeClaire, seconded by Commissioner Nissen to authorize Director Bodine 
and Village Engineer Elliott to request that CASP, LLC begin implementing Phase II of their effluent pre-
treatment program and complete it within six (6) months. Motion Carried. 

MOTION by Commissioner LeClaire, seconded by Commissioner Nissen to adjourn the meeting at
11:23 am. Motion Carried.

The next Municipal Board Meeting will be held Thursday, June 16, 2011 at 8:30 am in the MUB 
meeting room on the second floor of the Village Office building.

Karen M. Fox, Secretary


