
MINUTES of the Penn Yan Municipal Board Meeting held June 14, 2012 in the MUB Meeting Room of 
the Village Hall, 111 Elm Street, Penn Yan.

ATTENDEES: Chairman Rom French, Commissioners Dan Banach and Bruce LeClaire,
Village Trustee Willie Allison, Village Clerk-Treasurer Shawna Wilber, 
Director of Public Works Brent Bodine and Assistant Director of Public Works 
Bill Jensen

ALSO ATTENDING: Mayor Bob Church, Trustee Rich Stewart, Village Engineer Bob Elliott, Town of 
Jerusalem Water Operator Paul Enos, WTP Chief Operator Matt Yonts and WTP 
Operator Trainee Jeff Breuer

ABSENT: Commissioner Dave Payne

Chairman French called the meeting to order at 8:32 am.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MOTION by Commissioner LeClaire, seconded by Commissioner Banach to approve the 
minutes of the MUB meeting held May 10th with one correction . . . Under the heading of 
‘Treasurer’s Report’:

Instead of:
The 2012-2013 water and sewer rate calculations take into account the EDU system. According 
to the water rate calculation, the Fixed User Cost per EDU is $7.73 and the Variable User Cost 
per 1,000 gallons is $8.20. According to the 2012-2013 sewer rate calculation, the Fixed User 
Cost per EDU is $8.56 and the Variable User Cost per 1,000 gallons is $5.58.

The minutes should read:
The 2012-2013 water and sewer rate calculations take into account the EDU system. According 
to the water rate calculation, the Fixed User Cost per EDU is $7.51 and the Variable User Cost 
per 1,000 gallons is $8.18. According to the 2012-2013 sewer rate calculation, the Fixed User 
Cost per EDU is $8.08 and the Variable User Cost per 1,000 gallons is $5.01.

MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC REQUESTS AND COMMENTS
None.

CALL FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION
An Executive Session will be held at the end of this meeting to discuss the history of an 
employee.

MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEE  
WTP Chief Operator Matt Yonts and WTP Operator Trainee Jeff Breuer were in attendance to 
discuss water plant projects. The variable frequency drives on the PLC used to be set to a single 
speed that couldn’t be controlled. With a few upgrades, the plant staff can now set them up on a 
pressure system to control the speed at which the pumps run so there aren’t surges in the system. 
This has helped reduce energy consumption at the plant since the pump running time has been 
greatly reduced. In an effort to reduce energy consumption at the plant, LED lighting fixtures 



have been purchased for the exterior of the building and will soon be installed by Operator 
Trainee Breuer. Another energy savings is with the new heaters purchased for the garage. One, 
energy-efficient heater was purchased to take the place of six rod heaters that were used to heat 
the space. Next Thursday, a diver will take a look at the intake line where a joint opened up to 
determine what type of coupling will be needed to repair it. Chief Operator Yonts mentioned that 
the water plant staff has been cleaning and organizing the plant and is sorting through items 
brought over from the old plant years ago. Also at the plant, a sliding trolley system has been set 
up 

in the booster pump room so that pumps can be more easily removed from their housings for 
inspection and repairs. 
 
The water plant staff would like to proceed with the rebuilding of raw water pump #3 per the 
quote of $7,796 submitted by Estabrook Corporation. Eight thousand dollars had been set aside 
in last year’s budget for this item.  

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to authorize 
proceeding with the rebuilding of raw water pump #3 at the Water Treatment Plant by Estabrook 
Corporation, per their quote of $7,796.

MOTION CARRIED.

While Chief Operator Yonts and Operator Trainee Breuer were present, the Board reviewed the 
items listed under ‘Water Treatment Plant’ on the agenda. 

WATER TREATMENT PLANT
A meeting with all of the wholesale water customers has been scheduled for Tuesday, August 7th 

at the water plant. A letter was sent to the wholesale customers to let them know that, in July, 
they will be asked to propose topics for the meeting agenda. Due to issues with some old radio 
equipment, communication between the water plant and the Benton Hill reservoir has been lost. 
A new radio telemetry project is underway to restore this communication. It has been determined 
the best way to gain clear communication was to have the signal travel from the Benton Hill 
reservoir to the firehouse and then out to the water plant using a repeater. This new system will 
be a higher quality system and will be able to network several signals, which will be useful if 
another reservoir is added to the distribution system in the future. This new system will allow us 
to better monitor what is happening in the system. One item that will be discussed during the 
August 7th meeting will be the possibility of having the wholesale customers upgrade their 
equipment so that the entire system will function more effectively.  

(WTP Chief Operator Yonts and WTP Operator Trainee Jeff Breuer left the meeting at 8:58 am.) 

AUDIT
MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to approve the audit 
as presented and to recommend to the Village Board that the Municipal bills for the month be 
paid as follows:

Electric Fund $  61,521.97
Water Fund $  25,989.16



Sewer Fund                                    $  27,076.57  
Total Municipal Audit $114,587.70 MOTION CARRIED.
(plus)
General Fund                                  $  51,491.28    
Total Village Audit $166,078.98

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Wilber reported that, due to Edmunds software upgrades, she will now be able to 
provide the Board with a ‘revenue and expenditures’ report beginning next month. 

ELECTRIC
NYPA Firm Hydro Energy for May – NYPA’s memo indicates that there will be no reduction in 
June.

NYMPA sent a memo to all of its member systems. In the memo, it states:
“Barry Bedrosian of the New York State Public Service Commission informed NYMPA that 
customer complaints have been received when a municipal electric system has made, as a 
condition of restoring power to a customer who has been shut off, the customer pay up past due 
water and sewer charges. 
Mr. Bedrosian advised NYMPA that this is not an acceptable practice. Termination of electric 
service should only be made in relation to what is owed on the customer’s electric account and 
executed under the normal disconnect procedures.”

Director Bodine assured the Board that this practice is not being done by Penn Yan Municipal 
Utilities.

The MEUA Central Regional Meeting is being held June 27th in Groton, NY. Since Director 
Bodine is the Central Region liaison, he would like to attend.

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to authorize the 
attendance of Director Bodine at the MEUA Central Regional Meeting June 27th in Groton, NY 
at a cost of $50.

MOTION CARRIED.

Director Bodine reported that work needs to be contracted out to do inspections, testing and 
maintenance of breakers at the Ryder substation.

MOTION by Commissioner LeClaire, seconded by Commissioner Banach to authorize going out 
for bids for breaker maintenance work at Ryder substation. MOTION 
CARRIED.



Director Bodine mentioned that we have not yet moved our metering equipment from the 
NYSEG 
St. John’s substation. His concern is that we may not be in a position to accommodate a large 
customer if one wanted to be located in Horizon Park. Director Bodine has been talking to 
representatives of NYSEG’s Planning Department to determine how much load we could 
potentially put on their system. The Board agreed that such conversations should continue. 

WATER/SEWER 
A training session on Water Fluoridation is being held July 11th in Lockport, NY. Water Plant Operator 
Tina Galliher is interested in attending.

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to authorize the 
attendance of Tina Galliher at the NYRWA Water Fluoridation training on July 11th in Lockport, 
NY at no cost.

MOTION CARRIED.

A full I&I inspection of the Lake Street Plaza took place last week. Dye testing was done to determine if 
the roof drains are connected to the sanitary sewer. Unfortunately, dye was found in the sanitary as well as 
the storm sewer, so the testing was inconclusive. Smoke testing may be able to provide more answers.
A letter has been sent to Plaza owner Demetrius Pappan outlining the findings of the I&I inspections and 
asking him to determine the roof drain discharge within sixty days. Director Bodine will provide him with 
estimates – one for the Village to do the smoke testing and one for an independent contractor to do the 
work – with any related charges to be paid by Mr. Pappan. Director Bodine spoke to Mr. Pappan 
yesterday and was told that, once he receives the letter, he’ll devise a plan and budget for it.

To date, we are fifty inspections away from having sixty percent of the homes and businesses in the 
village inspected for I&I issues. Of the violations found, seventy-five to eighty percent have been 
corrected. 

The sanitary sewer line on Chapel Street between Keuka and Liberty Streets needs attention. Director 
Bodine asked for permission from the Board to go out for bids for cured-in-place pipe. Village Engineer 
Elliott stated that, depending on how deep the line is, it might be more cost-effective in the long run to 
replace the line rather than repair it. The depth will be determined so we can see if that sewer line is a 
candidate for replacement. 

MOTION by Commissioner LeClaire, seconded by Commissioner Banach to authorize going out 
for bids for cured in-place pipe for the sanitary sewer on Chapel Street (between Keuka Street 
and Liberty Street).

MOTION CARRIED.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
During last month’s meeting, Director Bodine asked the Board members if they thought the 
Village should begin charging CASP to treat its high-strength waste. The Board agreed that it 
would be appropriate. Director Bodine, Village Engineer Elliott and WWTP Chief Operator Ben 
Sward discussed this. Other communities in the area charge $100 per 1,000 gallons to treat such 
waste. The Board agreed this would be an appropriate figure and that we should amend CASP’s 
Industrial Sewer Use Permit to include this charge. The Board also agreed that CASP should be 



charged retroactively for the high-strength waste that has already been treated at our wastewater 
treatment plant.

Assistant Director Jensen will obtain cost estimates for a contractor to inspect the manholes 
downstream of CASP to determine if they need to be replaced.

OTHER BUSINESS
The Mayor received an e-mail from Commissioner Nissen stating that he enjoyed being on the 
Municipal Utilities Board but is resigning due to health issues. The Board members agreed that 
Mr. Nissen was an asset because of his experience with the Village and were very complimentary 
of his service as a member of the Board. The Board will develop a list of possible candidates for 
the opening and, in the coming weeks, will suggest a replacement for the Mayor’s consideration 
and approval.
 
Mayor Church said that it would be appropriate that, during the June 19th meeting, the Village 
Board  formally accept Commissioner Nissen’s resignation since the e-mail was sent directly to 
the Mayor.

The Board has been discussing the idea of purchasing I-pads for MUB members to reduce the 
amount of paper used for each meeting. Director Bodine stated that the Village will be obtaining 
a Tablet to try.

Assistant Director Jensen mentioned that a group called ‘Citizens Campaign for the 
Environment’ is canvassing the village with fliers regarding a law being proposed in the New 
York State Assembly  requiring public notification if a sewage overflow has contaminated a 
beach, waterway or entered a community. The group is asking residents to write to Governor 
Cuomo, their Senators and Assemblypersons and urge them to support the proposed Sewage 
Pollution Right-to-Know Act. 

Chairman French asked about the progress being made at Red Jacket Park. Director Bodine 
reported
that the water/sewer crew and the electric have completed as much work as they can at this time. 
A preconstruction meeting is scheduled for this coming Monday at 9:00 am with Autumn 
Construction 
to discuss the project. Curbing, concrete and paving work will soon take place on the site.

VILLAGE ENGINEER’S REPORT              
Village Engineer Elliott said he will soon be meeting with Director Bodine, Assistant Director 
Jensen and WWTP Chief Operator Sward to discuss which type of sludge dewatering equipment 
(a belt filter press or a screw press) would be the best option for our wastewater treatment plant.

Village Engineer Elliott will be submitting a ‘Plan for Future Growth at the WWTP’ report to the 
DEC by the deadline of August 1st. 

VILLAGE BOARD MEETING



Chairman French and Commissioner LeClaire plan to attend the Village Board Meeting on June 
19th.  

PAYMENT AGREEMENTS
MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to accept the payment 
agreements in the amount of $10,618.29. MOTION CARRIED.

Clerk-Treasurer Wilber told the Board she could provide them with a more useful Payment 
Agreements report than the one they’re currently using. 

SERVICE REQUESTS
The various crews are continuing work to address issues listed in the Service Requests report.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
MOTION by Commissioner LeClaire, seconded by Commissioner Banach to go into Executive 
Session at 11:14 am to discuss a Personnel Issue.

MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Commissioner LeClaire, seconded by Commissioner Banach to come out of 
Executive Session at 11:52 am and return to the regular meeting.

MOTION CARRIED.

NEXT MEETING
The next Municipal Board Meeting will be held Thursday, July 12, 2012 at 8:30 am in the 
MUB meeting room on the second floor of the Village Office building.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION by Commissioner LeClaire, seconded by Commissioner Payne to adjourn the meeting at 
11:54 am. MOTION CARRIED.

Karen M. Fox, Secretary


