
MINUTES of the Penn Yan Municipal Board Meeting held June 16, 2011 in the MUB Meeting Room of 
the Village Hall, 111 Elm Street, Penn Yan.

ATTENDEES: Chairman Rom French, Commissioners Bruce LeClaire, Dan Banach and 
Jerry Nissen, Director of Public Works Brent Bodine and Assistant Director
of Public Works Bill Jensen

ALSO ATTENDING: Village Trustee Wayne Davidson, Keuka Park Water/Sewer Clerk Carrie 
Wheeler, Village Engineer Bob Elliott and Electric Crew Chief Jef Bodine

ABSENT: Village Trustee Willie Allison, Village Clerk-Treasurer Shawna Wilber and 
Commissioner Dave Payne

Chairman French called the meeting to order at 8:30 am.

MOTION by Commissioner LeClaire, seconded by Commissioner Banach to approve the minutes of the 
Municipal Board meeting held May 12, 2011. Motion Carried.

Director Bodine reported that the switching control room at the Welker substation has been insulated and 
the temperature inside will now be more consistent, which will save on energy costs. While the insulating 
project was being done, the entire electrical load of the Welker substation was moved over to the Ryder 
substation so that Welker could be totally de-energized. The balance of the loading has since been 
changed back and the substations are now back to their normal state. The LTC on T2 has been repaired 
and that transformer is back in service.  

Electric Crew Chief, Jef Bodine, was present to inform the Board about other electric department 
projects. Foundations are being dug this week by NYSDOT for new traffic signals at E. Main and Lake 
Streets and Main and Water Streets. These signals will be needed to direct traffic while the detour is in 
place during the replacement of the Liberty Street bridge. NYSDOT representatives have been working 
with the Penn Yan Municipal Utilities crews regarding the utilities currently on the bridge and the 
establishment of new utilities once the bridge replacement has been completed. Electric conduit is not 
currently on the bridge, but will be located under the new bridge as will a new water main. Crew Chief 
Bodine also reported that the electric crew is working to upgrade the electric distribution lines from 
Garfield Avenue to E. Main Street and then down Lake Street toward the old boat company site. This is 
being done because the lines in that area are some of the oldest in the village. Electric crew member Don 
King will probably be retiring in another year or so and Kyle Harris will be taking the test this Fall to 
become a lineman. The Board agreed that publicity should be done so the community knows that the new 
electric bucket truck is a hybrid vehicle. Secretary Fox was asked to contact sign maker Kathy Gernold to 
determine if she could make decals for the truck to denote the fact that it’s a hybrid. Director Bodine will 
work with Chronicle-Express Editor Gwen Chamberlain to coordinate publicity for the vehicle. The 
Board commended the job being done by the electric crew saying that they take pride in their work and it 
shows. (Electric Crew Chief Bodine left the meeting at 8:54 am.)

MOTION by Commissioner Nissen, seconded by Commissioner Banach to recommend to the Village 
Board that the Municipal bills for the month be paid as follows:

Electric Fund $  44,516.25
Water Fund $  16,273.82
Sewer Fund                                      $  45,348.00  
Total Municipal Audit $106,138.07  Motion Carried.
(plus)
Capital $               0
Paid Before Audit $173,600.60
General Fund                                    $102,476.01  
Subtotal $382,214.68
(plus)
Facade Program $    7,786.00
Total Village Audit $390,000.68

Assistant Director Jensen reported that work to install a new water line on E. Elm Street is progressing 
and the water/sewer crew is currently connecting service laterals. The next stage will be to mill and pave 
the roadway, preferably before the Liberty Street bridge detour goes into effect.

The monthly letter from the New York Power Authority (NYPA) regarding firm hydro energy for the 
month of June stated that there would be no reduction in firm hydro energy sales to NYPA’s hydropower 
customers for the period of June 1st through 30th. 



During the May meeting, Director Bodine discussed the need for electric pole inspections and that it may 
be helpful to do a survey of the condition of our poles so we have up-to-date information available. 
Director Bodine reported that a company called Osmose does such inspections. It may be cheaper for the 
Village to conduct its pole inspection along with another community for better per-pole pricing from 
Osmose. Director Bodine reported that Watkins Glen is looking at doing inspections on 2,000 poles.
The price for the inspection is approximately $15 per pole. The Village has around 1,000 poles, so doing 
them all at once could mean that the project would need to be bid out. Currently, there is a five-year 
system inspection cycle in place, so it may make sense to do pole inspections concurrently with those 
system inspections, spreading out the pole inspections over the course of five years. If done over several 
years, the money for the pole inspections could then be taken out of the electric fund’s maintenance 
budget.

Village Engineer Elliott provided the Board with information about the sliplining of pipes. He reported 
that the sliplining technique has been around since the early 1970s. There are different types of sliplining; 
one method uses a rigid pipe which is pushed into an existing pipe. There are no joints in this technique, 
but it requires the need to dig in multiple locations to connect each and every service lateral. Another type 
of sliplining involves an inverted sock, which is pushed into place by hot water. Pressure is used to 
expand the lining to the edges of the pipe. The resins become firm after sitting in hot water for a while. 
Mr. Elliott provided a preliminary cost estimate for sliplining the sewer line on Keuka Street. To slipline 
the sewer line from Chapel Street to Elm Street would cost approximately $48,150; to slipline the sewer 
line from Elm Street to Liberty Street would cost approximately $81,400. Mr. Elliott suggested reviewing 
the most recent video inspection to determine that the sewer line is a good candidate for the sliplining 
method. Mr. Elliott will provide costs to replace the water line on Keuka Street as well. Once costs have 
been determined, financing options will be discussed. 

Director Bodine asked Keuka Park Water/Sewer Clerk Carrie Wheeler if she had heard what the new 
Finger Lakes Museum is planning to do with regard to sewer. She is not sure, but stated that a Facilities 
Committee exists and meets regularly to discuss the museum project. The State Park currently has a septic 
system, but it will not be able to handle the additional load from the museum. Will a wastewater treatment 
facility be constructed in Branchport? Will the museum want to connect to the sanitary sewer line that 
services the Town of Jerusalem? The Village needs to be aware of the museum plans as they progress so 
we know how its needs will possibly impact our utilities. Director Bodine will contact Finger Lakes 
Economic Development Center CEO Steve Griffin regarding this.

Director Bodine reported that Doug Marchionda was certified by the NYS Department of Health as a 
Water Treatment Plant Operator.

The Civil Service exam for the position of Water Treatment Plant Operator Trainee is being given 
Saturday, June 25th at the Penn Yan Elementary School. This test is being given to select a replacement 
for Barry Disbrow, who recently resigned.

The driveway at the Water Treatment Plant is being milled today and paving has been scheduled for June 
27th and 28th.

Director Bodine anticipates that the money that will be spent to haul liquid sludge from the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant to Canandaigua in the coming year will make it necessary to bid out this service.

MOTION by Commissioner LeClaire, seconded by Commissioner Banach to authorize advertising for, 
and obtaining bids for, liquid sludge hauling from the Wastewater Treatment Plant. Motion Carried.

The Board reviewed the Resolution affirming our policy of not accepting wastewater from hydrofracking 
operations at our Wastewater Treatment Plant. With a MOTION, the Municipal Board will ask the 
Village Board to adopt this Resolution.  

MOTION by Commissioner Nissen, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to recommend to the Village 
Board that the Village adopt the Resolution affirming our policy of not accepting wastewater from 
hydrofracking operations at our Wastewater Treatment Plant. Motion Carried.

The meeting with Yates County Administrator Sarah Purdy and Yates County Legislature Chair Taylor 
Fitch will be held at 9:00 am June 17th in the MUB meeting room. During this meeting, waterfront 
development will be discussed.

The meeting of the MUB Contract Renegotiation Committee with representatives of the Town of 
Jerusalem will be held June 24th at 2:30 pm in the MUB meeting room.

Director Bodine reported that ID badges for Village and Municipal employees are being created by the 
Police Department. In the meantime, shirts with the Village or Municipal logos continue to identify our 
employees. To safeguard against anyone other than our employees from having one of our logos put onto 



an item of clothing, the order must be placed via a purchase order from the Village. Director Bodine 
asked if it would be all right with the Board if shirts of colors other than orange have the logo added so 
that our employees can be identified when they attend meetings, etc. The Board supports this idea and 
asked Director Bodine to make this a topic of discussion during the July Public Works Committee 
meeting. Orange shirts are worn by crew members as an additional measure of safety. But shirts of colors 
other than orange could be worn by the crew members, as they are still required to wear appropriately 
colored safety garments while working in the road right-of-way. 

The two new Bobcats ordered have been ordered and should be delivered by the end of this month. 

On June 9th, Director Bodine, Assistant Director Jensen, Village Engineer Elliott and Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (WWTP) Chief Operator Ben Sward met with Roland Klimm, the plant manager at 
CASP. The meeting focused on the fact that the loading at the WWTP is higher than it should be and that 
CASP needs to implement Phase II of its effluent pretreatment program. CASP has been given six months 
to implement that phase of the program. Implementing Phase II should be cost-effective for CASP 
because it should be cheaper in the long run than paying surcharges, which will only increase if CASP 
cannot send more acceptable effluent to the WWTP. CASP has just completed a $5.5 million facility 
upgrade. When Emme, the new owner of CASP, took over the company last year, there were nine 
employees; now, twenty-eight people are employed there. During the meeting, Mr. Klimm reviewed and 
signed an updated Industrial Sewer Use Permit.

Director Bodine reported that he anticipates that a complaint will be received from the owner of the trailer 
park near Red Jacket Park regarding their water and sewer charges. Such complaints will be addressed on 
a case-by-case basis. Since the EDU system is based on usage, it is hoped that it will foster water 
conservation.

The Board asked if the Village has fulfilled the requirements of the application for $4 million of interest-
free financing the Village is eligible for under the Clean Water State Revolving Fund. Director Bodine 
reported that, currently, two items are with Village Attorney Brockman. The first is a legal agreement 
that, if services for this project are outside the scope of his current contracted legal services, we would 
need an agreement to cover those services. The second is a Certificate of Title for the WWTP property.  
The Board expressed concern about keeping the application process moving forward. Attorney Brockman 
will be contacted regarding this. 

MOTION by Commissioner Nissen, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to accept payment agreements 
in the amount of $8,771.57. Motion Carried.

There are five chairs in the small conference room (room #216) of the Village Office building that are no 
longer being used. That room will be converted into a map/plans room for the Public Works and the Code 
Enforcement offices. 

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner Nissen to declare the five chairs in 
Room 216 of the Village Office building as ‘surplus’ and advertise locally for sale. Motion Carried.

Director Bodine mentioned that, in September, 2010, the wording of ARTICLE VII of the Village Code 
dealing with inflow was updated, but perhaps doesn’t fully reflect what we need it to. Currently, Section 
158-48 reads: “Upon notice from the Tax Assessor, the Director of Public Works shall inspect any newly 
sold property for the purposes of determining if storm sewers or natural drainage is available, and, if so, if 
all connections which contribute inflow have been disconnected.” This means that we would be notified 
after the property transfer has been completed. But, ideally, the inspection should take place before the 
property changes hands. Director Bodine will work on rewriting that section of the Code.

Chairman French and Commissioners Banach and LeClaire plan to attend the Village Board meeting on 
June 21st. 

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner Banach to accept the payment 
agreements in the amount of $8,771.57. Motion Carried.

MOTION by Commissioner LeClaire, seconded by Commissioner Nissen to adjourn the meeting at
10:10 am. Motion Carried.

The next Municipal Board Meeting will be held Thursday, July 14, 2011 at 8:30 am in the MUB 
meeting room on the second floor of the Village Office building.

Karen M. Fox, Secretary


