
Penn Yan Municipal Board Meeting Minutes
August 13, 2015

I.       Call to Order:  8:31 a.m.

II.     Attendees:    Chairman Rom French, Commissioners Bruce LeClaire, Dan Banach,  
Ray Hamilton, and David Payne, Village Trustee Willie Allison, Clerk-Treasurer Gary Meeks, 
Director of Public Works Brent Bodine and Assistant Director of Public Works Bill Jensen,  
Village Engineer Robert Elliott 

III.   Review/Approval of the July 16, 2015 Meeting Minutes: 
MOTION to approve July 16, 2015 Minutes: First David Payne, seconded by Bruce LeClaire; 
Carried.
 
IV.   Public Requests and Comments: Carol Genecco – Keuka Estate Mobile Home Park – 
Appeal – 61 Units (she has removed these units and she is being charged per unit for them): She 
is being billed for 61 units for outside sewer; the park is in transition and they are going to 
approach the Department of Health to move forward with renovations.  The approval from 
Department of Health will be for 44 units.  The difference is $300.00 for which she is being 
billed for that she is not utilizing.  The renovations will be in a 3 step process.  It will still be 
classified as a mobile home park.  Brent discussed the water/sewer rent structure for the park.  
The Village is only collecting for sewer and the water comes from Town of Milo.  There are two 
parts of the bill, the fixed user cost and the amount of water consumed for sewer.  There are 
currently no disconnects from any of the missing units and until there is the Village will need to 
keep the infrastructure in place as is.  Suggestion is to have them permanently cap and to prove 
that they cannot be used then we could honor the request to bill for the current units only.  She 
has a video from Ribbles that she will provide to the Village.  She will look into getting the 
capping done and then report back, at which time the Village would reconsider her request.

Bruce Lyon – LyonSmith Brewery feels his business is wrongly classified: Bruce got a 
letter with last month’s bill stating he was now being classified as a food service establishment; 
previous EDU was 1, now he is at 3.  Brent states the initial classification is done by Treasurer’s 
Office.  Bruce’s business does not serve food, it should be classified more like a factory 
establishment.  They do not serve food.  They have a farm brewery license and are under the 
rules of Department of Agriculture.
MOTION to recommend that he be placed back at the EDU rate of 1 from 3; First Dan Banach, 
seconded by David Payne; Carried.

Brent’s introduction for the summer intern: Raphael Colon has been working as an intern for the 
Village for the summer.  He has been working on GPS locations for assets of the Village; 
Raphael discussed what he has done for the summer.  He started with collection of data on Sewer
Manholes, then moved into the Electric system, then moved onto the Fire Hydrants.  He was able
to compile all the data obtained into spreadsheets and then had the information plotted onto maps
that can be pulled up and utilize the information in the field.  We still need to get the water/sewer
system completed.  The MUB was very appreciative of the hard work and commended him on a 
great job.
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V.     Municipal Employee : Ben Sward
 All of the Waste Water Treatment Plant improvements are now in service
 Minor adjusting to be done by contractors
 Press is running several days per week (manufacturer requested that they be allowed to 

come take a video of the operation for promotional purposes-MUB gave the go ahead to 
allow the video); there have been some minor issues with the running of the press 
(clogged lines, power failure, switched phases during operation)

 Digester mixer is running 24/7 
 MUB mentioned that this has been an ongoing project for the last 6-8 years and are so 

impressed with the outcome
 This will also help save money due to not having to utilize the landfills as often
 Septage receiving process is currently being improved
 Discussion about the forcemain and the need for another one, we do keep a repair kit on 

hand for emergency; suggested maybe to start putting money in the budget for the second
line (a little at a time or try to get a grant to help pay for the costs)

VI.   Executive Session:  Work history of an employee.
        MOTION to address at the end of the meeting; First Bruce LeClaire, seconded by Ray 
Hamilton; Carried.

VII.  Audit dated: 8/18/15
Summary:

Paid Before Audit:
General: $32,687.91
Electric: $199,549.46
Sewer: $8,857.60
Water: $8,631.22
CRC: $0.00
Capital Projects: $0.00

Total Paid Before Audit: $249,906.19
Current Audit:

General: $49,517.42
Community Development –CRC: $275.00
Electric: $15,430.84
Sewer: $28,297.50
Water: $21,885.32
Capital Projects: $6,256.27

Total Current Audit: $121,662.15
TOTAL AUDIT: $371,568.34

Gary discussed the 2014-2015 purchase orders opened at the end of the last fiscal year and will 
be paid under the next warrant.  Total is $229,796.67.
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         MOTION to approve Audit: First David Payne, seconded by Bruce LeClaire; Carried.

VIII. Treasurer’s Report – Gary Meeks
1. 2015-16 YTD Revenue/Expense Report: 

 Electric revenue is less than expenses by about $83,000.00 
 Sewer revenue is greater than expenses by about $30,000.00
 Water revenue is less than expenses by about $64,000.00
 All funds will be in a surplus situation very shortly and are no concerns

IX. Department Business
       A. Electric –Brent
1.  NYPA Firm Hydro Energy for September – No Reduction

2. Outlet Trail Lighting Quotes 
Results: GoTToGo Electric $29,750 for 25

Vertex Solutions $32,670.50 for 25
LightSpec $83,425.00 for 25

Brent discussed the light bids and recommend that we go with GoTToGo Electric and the IEEP 
will cover the costs of the lights. Discussed the type of lighting fixtures and whether the 
vandalism will be at a minimal.  The lights are concrete bollard style but do have aluminum tops 
where the lights are that could be kicked and or damaged.
MOTION to the Village Board to issue a Notice of Award to GoTToGo Electric to purchase 
25 bollard style lights for the outlet trail in the amount of $29,750.00 total; First David 
Payne, Seconded by Bruce LeClaire; Carried.

3. Waterfront Post Top Lighting (Bid Result): Brent discussed the planning board wishes for
the light styles and there were two bids received.  Brent recommended that we go with GoTToGo
Electric for 15 LED Decorative Post Top Luminaires and 16’ aluminum poles, which will look 
like the lighting on Main Street.  The bid recommended is the higher of the two bids but it’s the 
best value, includes aluminum poles instead of composite poles.  Cost being covered by IEEP.
MOTION to the Village Board to issue a Notice of Award to GoTToGo Electric in the 
amount of $32,835.00 for the Waterfront lighting project which was the higher of two bids 
but the best value; First David Payne, seconded by Ray Hamilton; Carried.

4. FYI: Welker M2 breaker installed and in service: Brent discussed the new vacuum 
breaker has been installed and in service, all is working well.

5. Silgan Plastics capacitor installation (FYI): Brent discussed the update and advised that 
he’s working on getting two other quotes for the 3 phase switch before a recommendation can be 
made for purchase; will move forward with the capacitor bank installation (which is being paid 
for by Silgan), installation will be set up for the day after Labor Day. 

6. Truck 6 – Auction: Bill stated the truck has been delivered to the auction and the auction 
is taking place today and should have results soon; we have a reserve on the truck in the amount 
of $25,000.
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7. Permission to advertise for line worker position: The position has been approved by Civil
Services.
MOTION to recommend to the Personnel Committee to advertise for a line worker 
position; First Bruce LeClaire, seconded by David Payne; Carried.

8. MEUA Annual Conference – Lake Placid – September 15-18
Reservation must be done by 8/28/15; Resolution must be file by 9/1/15

MOTION to appoint Brent Bodine as the delegate from Penn Yan for the MEUA Annual 
Conference; First David Payne, seconded by Ray Hamilton; Carried.

9. Permission was given to go out for bid for Welker LTC maintenance, Brent recommends 
that we go with IETS Engineering Services for the amount of $7,290.00 to remove oil and 
filtered it before putting it back in; all internal components inspected for proper operation and to 
notify of any repairs or replacement needed.
MOTION to the Village Board to issue a Notice of Award to IETS Engineering Services for 
$7,290.00 to conduct the Welker LTC maintenance; First David Payne, seconded by Ray 
Hamilton; Carried.

Dan Banach mentioned the power was out and asked why; Brent mentioned that ½ the Village 
was out of power and it was a NYSEG issues, not sure what went wrong and is looking into it.  
The Village could have had the power back on in 30 minutes but they did not get permission 
from NYSEG to switch over and still not sure why.  

   B. Water/Sewer –Brent/Bill
       1. Intermunicipal Agreements with Town of Milo (Sewage Disposal and Potable 
Water): (Brent) this has to do with the extension for water and sewer to service the Morgan 
Marine property.
MOTION to the Village Board to authorize the Mayor to sign the Intermunicipal 
Agreement Amendments with Town of Milo for Water District #1, Extension #1 (Sewage 
Disposal and Potable Water); First David Payne, Seconded by Bruce LeClaire; Carried.

2. Lake St. Final Completion/Final Payment Request-Need approval to pay 
$33,563.04: (Brent) the project is completed and we have received all lien release notices.  
MOTION to the Village Board to authorize the final payment to Randsco Pipeline in the 
amount of $33,563.04 for the Lake Street Project; First David Payne, Seconded by Ray 
Hamilton; Carried.

3. Hicks St. update: (Bill) Ron has the pipe installed, the testing is done, working on 
services, and have received partial approval to switch services.  It should all be back in service 
and on the new main in the very near future.  
Rom mentioned issues on Monell Street with the residents’ water quality.  The Village went 
down and flushed Monell Street, to resolve the situation.  Dan brought up the possible 
installation of a flush valve system and that this is an ongoing problem every week.  Dan stated 
that Ms. Miller told him that she has brown water every Monday morning and we need to fix the 
problem.  This has been an ongoing problem and we need to correct it.  It’s the Village’s 
responsibility to provide good, clean water.  Brent mentioned it’s the Village’s process to respond
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to all complaints and if the problem continues and no one notifies the Village directly, then how 
do we know the problems persist.  Dan still wants a permanent solution to fix the problem.  Brent
will contact the Millers and set up a meeting to discuss the problem with their water.

4. Wastewater Infrastructure Engineer Planning Grant: Bill has submitted the grant 
the CFA and waiting on the response from them.  Bob and Brent both reviewed my submission 
prior to submitting it and we are just looking forward to a positive response.

5. Flow Monitoring Equipment purchase: Bill mentioned it’s for the Waterfront 
Development Project, it’s part of the work scope for the EFC project for waterfront development 
and we originally had a recommendation/requirement to monitor that system.  I am working with
Bob to come up with some possible equipment to purchase or get quotes, whichever one we need
to do.
MOTION to the Village Board to grant permission to go out for bid or secure three best 
value quotes to purchase flow monitoring equipment; First Dan Banach, seconded by Ray 
Hamilton; Carried.

6. Sheppard St./Johnson Ave/Myrtle Ave. – Public works requested to discuss with 
MUB: Willie discussed the need for repairs on the Sheppard St. road, but we do not want to do 
anything permanent at this time because the watermains needs to be upgraded or replaced .  Rom
mentioned that it’s a 4in waterline there and it’s the Village plan to replace all the 4in lines and 
what is the priority of which to replace; Suggested that we look into options, Brent suggested 
applying for a CDBG grant similar to what was done on Seneca St.; Brent will begin work on 
that but it will not be until the next round for grant funding submission.

7. Water main breaks update: Discussed the map and there has only been one break 
since the last update from March 19, 2015.

 C. Water Treatment Plant – Bill
1. Water Treatment Plant Operator Update: Bill Wigsten will be attending training 

class either October 2015 or May 2016; Board approval needed
MOTION to the Village Board to approve the attendance of Bill Wigsten for the required 
Water Operator training class for either October 2015 or May 2016 upon Tina Galliher’s 
recommendation; First Bruce LeClaire, seconded by Ray Hamilton; Carried.

2. Water Leak Update: Ron and Tina found a leak in the Lown’s parking lot and it 
has been repaired and the numbers have improved.  We will continue to monitor it, but feel that 
was the issue.

   D. Wastewater Treatment Plant –Bill
1. RBC drive/Punch list update:  RBC was making a clicking noise and the 

contractor was called to discuss; the clicking noise just stopped on its own not sure why, will 
watch it, but for now there is no repair needed.  Punch list update: HVAC contractor will 
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complete the insulation of the unit and the final caulking, etc. work was to be completed this 
morning.

2. Mercury Minimization Plan: (Brent) discussed that we received a modification for
the SPDES permit; the EPA/DEC wants us to start monitoring for it and reporting it (this is a 
new process); we need to update the plan; this is a one-time cost and it’s a unbudgeted expense; 
recommend to the Finance committee to make a budget transfer from the WWTP
MOTION to the Village Board to authorize the hiring of Elliott Engineering for the 
development of a Mercury Minimization program and collection system monitoring and 
maintenance plan, which is now required for the SPDES permit process through the 
EPA/DEC for $9,900.00.  This will be done through a budget transfer from the WWTP to 
the WTP; First Bruce LeClaire, seconded by Ray Hamilton; Carried.

   E. Other 
       
Willie Allison discussed alternative energy options, mainly solar power, just curious to see if we 
have done any further investigation into the cost and cost benefits for the Village.  Discussion 
with Robert of Elliott Engineering about the cost benefits/cost analysis.  There has been no 
investigation into this at this time.

X.   Payment Agreements: Total: $14,249.94
MOTION to the Village Board to accept the payment agreements in the amount of 
$14,249.94; First Ray Hamilton, Seconded by Dan Banach; Carried.

XI.  Village Engineer’s Report – Bob Elliott
       1. Waterfront Sewer Project Update: it’s in the hands of the DEC at the moment; 
waiting for the final approval.

2. Sludge Composting Project Update: Bids came in yesterday; we got 5 bids but 
only 1 was a valid bid, the other 4 did not include the Non-Collusive statement.  The one valid 
bid was for the electrical part of the project in the amount of $92,500.00, which Brent 
recommended accepting the electrical bid; Brent also wants a recommendation to go out for bid 
again for general engineering. Bob discussed the paper work process and making sure that the 
Non-Collusive statement is standing out more, so bidders do not miss it and fail to submit it.
MOTION to the Village Board to grant permission to go out for bid again on the General 
Construction for the Composting Building; First Bruce LeClaire, seconded by Dan 
Banach; Carried.

MOTION to the Village Board to issue a Notice of Award to Blackmon Farrell Electric, Inc.
in the amount of $92,500.00 for the electrical engineering contract for the Composting 
Building Project; First Dan Banach, seconded by Bruce LeClaire; Carried.

FYI: Bob mentioned a grant program for the GIS software and the Village may want to look into 
it and get the software.

XII. Village Board Meeting
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       MUB Member(s) to Attend Village Board Meeting August 18th: Rom will attend.  

XIII. Service Requests
         
XIV. Executive Session: Entered Executive Session at 10:50 a.m.; MOTION by Bruce 
LeClaire, seconded by Dan Banach.  Exited Executive Session at 11:15 a.m.; MOTION by Bruce
LeClaire, seconded by Dan Banach.
         
XV.  Next Meeting – Thursday, September 10, 2015 – 8:30 am; MUB Meeting Room
     
XVI. Adjournment
MOTION to Adjourned at 11:16 a.m.: First Bruce LeClaire, seconded by Dan Banach; Carried. 

Transcribed by Danette Eatherton on August 14, 2015.
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