
MINUTES of the Penn Yan Municipal Board Meeting held August 11, 2011in the MUB Meeting Room 
of the Village Hall, 111 Elm Street, Penn Yan.

ATTENDEES: Chairman Rom French, Commissioners Dan Banach, Dave Payne and Jerry 
Nissen, Director of Public Works Brent Bodine and Assistant Director of Public 
Works Bill Jensen

ALSO ATTENDING: Mayor Robert Church, Village Trustee Willie Allison, Village Engineer Bob 
Elliott, Keuka Park Water/Sewer Clerk Carrie Wheeler, WWTP Chief Operator 
Ben Sward and Developer David Eade of Cor Brokerage, Inc.

ABSENT: Commissioner Bruce LeClaire and Village Clerk-Treasurer Shawna Wilber  

Chairman French called the meeting to order at 8:30 am.

MOTION by Commissioner Nissen, seconded by Commissioner Banach to approve the minutes of the 
Municipal Board meeting held July 14, 2011 with no revisions. Motion Carried.

David Eade, a developer with Cor Brokerage, Inc. of Syracuse, addressed the Board. He has met with 
Director Bodine to discuss the establishment of a Tractor Supply store on land in the Town of Milo on 
Route 14A, just south of Phelps Sungas. This location is outside of the village limits. Such development 
would necessitate the need for water service at that location for domestic use and fire protection. Waste-
water would be handled via a septic system.  Electric service would be provided by NYSEG, since this 
location is outside of the Village’s franchise area. 

To provide water to this new store, the existing water line would need to be extended approximately 
1,000 feet southward on Route 14A across two properties – the Chamber of Commerce and Phelps 
Sungas. The Village owns a sixty-foot right-of-way in the area, and the site to be developed is adjacent to 
that right-of-way. In order to obtain Municipal water, the store would need to either be annexed into the 
village or the Town of Milo would need to create a water district in that area. Mr. Eade stated that he 
spoke with Town of Milo Supervisor John Socha about this and Supervisor Socha didn’t seem to have a 
problem with the idea of annexing the property into the village. Such development would benefit the 
village by generating tax revenue and providing us with an additional water customer. Mr. Eade stated 
that Tractor Supply would like to break ground in spring, so he would like to start the process now, 
realizing that annexation may take months to complete. The consensus of the Municipal Board was that 
Director Bodine should proceed with providing Mr. Eade with a cost estimate to provide Municipal water 
service to the new store while Mr. Eade proceeds with the annexation process. Mr. Eade thanked the 
Board members for their time then left the meeting at 8:42 am.

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner Payne to request an Executive Session 
at the end of the meeting, to discuss filling the position of Water Treatment Plant Operator Trainee.

Motion 
Carried.

Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) Chief Operator Ben Sward was present to inform the Board about 
operations at the WWTP. He stated that inflow and infiltration (I&I) are problematic. High flows due to 
I&I prevents the plant from properly treating sewage, which leads to SPDES permit violations. Also, the 
Cherry Street pump station is sometimes not able to keep up with the large volume of water coming in. 
Inspections of homes in the village are ongoing and are being conducted to identify sources of I&I. Re-
inspections are also being done in homes where I&I issues were identified in the past. In addition, realtors 
and attorneys are contacting Secretary Fox to let her know when a property transfer is about to take place 
so that an inspection for possible sources of I&I in that home can be scheduled. Assistant Director Jensen 
is obtaining quotes for a stand-by pump for the Cherry Street pump station to serve as a backup during 
high flow events.  Intern Ryan Barkley has been inspecting catch basins and took GPS recordings at over 
600 of the DIs in the village. Director Bodine, Commissioner Payne and Attorney Brockman will discuss 
the I&I elimination program and determine ways to make Village Codes pertaining to these issues more 
enforceable.  

Home inspections will take place on lower Keuka Street prior to the slip lining of the sanitary sewer line 
to identify possible sources of inflow. The sewer pipe was videoed in 2008 and Village Engineer Elliott 
has reviewed the tape. He has stated that the sewer pipe has a lot of cracks and, therefore, a lot of water 
infiltration. There may be one area of the sanitary sewer line on lower Keuka Street that is so collapsed 
that slip lining will not be possible without first repairing the collapsed section. It was agreed that Bob 
Elliott would determine the extent of the collapse and determine if the collapse should be corrected before 
the line is slip lined or if repair of the collapse should be handled as a subcontract within the bid specs for 
the slip lining project. In the bid specifications, the slip lining contractor will be required to camera the 
line before work begins.



WWTP Chief Operator Sward commented that, in addition to I&I, grease is a major concern for the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant as well. Assistant Director Jensen is considering what sort of Ordinance and 
enforcement may be necessary to help prevent grease from being introduced into the sanitary sewer 
system. 

The Village has fulfilled the requirements of the application for $4 million of interest-free financing the 
Village is eligible for under the Clean Water State Revolving Fund. An Agreement for Legal Services has 
been prepared by Attorney Brockman. It states that, if legal services for this project are outside the scope 
of his existing contracted legal services, an Agreement would be needed to cover those additional 
services. 

MOTION by Commissioner Nissen, seconded by Commissioner Banach to recommend that the Village 
Board accept the Agreement for Legal Services related to the $4 million interest-free loan for WWTP 
improvements at a cost not to exceed $15,000. Motion Carried.

(WWTP Chief Operator Sward left the meeting at 9:22 am.)

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner Nissen to recommend to the Village 
Board that the Municipal bills for the month be paid as follows:

Electric Fund $  36,446.73     
Water Fund $  16,550.93  
Sewer Fund                                      $  20,566.74  
Total Municipal Audit $73,564.40 Motion Carried.

(plus)
General Fund                                    $  87,310.18  
Total Village Audit $160,874.58

Director Bodine pointed out that the charge of $16,650.00 for Pathfinder Signal is being charged to the 
electric fund now but will be reimbursed by the State. This charge is for a new LED traffic signal which 
will be put in place for the detour while the Liberty Street bridge is being replaced and will remain in 
place after the detour has ended.

The monthly letter from the New York Power Authority (NYPA) regarding firm hydro energy for the 
month of August stated that there would be no reduction in firm hydro energy sales to NYPA’s 
hydropower customers for the period of August 1st through 31st. 

The MEUA Annual Conference is being held September 13th – 16th in Saratoga Springs, NY at a cost of 
$110 per person. Lodging would be $632 per person. 

MOTION by Commissioner Payne, seconded by Commissioner Nissen to authorize the attendance of two 
(2) employees/Village representatives at the MEUA Annual Conference being held September 13 th – 16th 

in Saratoga Springs, NY. The costs will be $220 for the conference and $1,264 for lodging for a total of 
$1,484. Motion Carried.

MOTION by Commissioner Payne, seconded by Commissioner Nissen to appoint Director Bodine as the 
Village’s delegate at the MEUA Annual Conference being held September 13th – 16th in Saratoga Springs, 
NY. Motion Carried.

The Board reviewed the Memorandum from the MEUA stating that NYPA has commenced the process
of raising its hydroelectric preference power rate. The NYPA proposal calls for approximately six percent 
increases each year for the next 3½ years. Rates would eventually increase from the current rate of 1.1 
cent per kWh to about 1.3 cents. NYPA will schedule public hearings and receive comments for the next 
six weeks and expects to discuss this issue during its October 24th trustee meeting. The Memo states that 
the MEUA will examine NYPA’s proposal, comment on it, and ensure that only appropriate costs are 
included in NYPA’s rates. 

Once the slip lining project has been completed on lower Keuka Street, the existing water line will be 
replaced. This new water line will need to be designed. A quote has been provided by Elliott Engineering 
Solutions to perform this work at a cost not to exceed $5,500.  If Elliott Engineering Solutions was to do 
the design work and also prepare bid specifications and provide contract oversight, the cost would not 
exceed $8,000. It was agreed that design work for the new water line should be authorized now to keep 
the lower Keuka Street project moving forward. Director Bodine recommended that the Board approve 
spending $5,500, which is available in the water/sewer budget, and decide later whether or not to 
authorize Elliott Engineering Solutions to also prepare bid specifications and oversee the contract. 



MOTION by Commissioner Nissen, seconded by Commissioner Banach to authorize Elliott Engineering 
Solutions to design a new water line for lower Keuka Street at a cost not to exceed $5,500.

Motion Carried.

The Penn Yan Central School District was granted temporary water service to the construction trailer 
used during the Academy renovation project. This trailer is no longer in use and water service is no longer 
required. When such connections are severed, the Village requires that the service be abandoned to the 
main. In order to do this, the district would need to obtain a permit since the main is in a State right-of-
way. The district asked if the Municipal water/sewer crew could cap the service at the main, with the cost 
of labor and materials to be paid by the district. This would save the district the time and cost of obtaining 
a permit to work in the State right-of-way. The Board members agreed this would not be a problem. The 
district will abandon and cap the service from the trailer to the edge of the State’s right-of-way and the 
Municipal water/sewer crew will proceed with the abandonment of the temporary line to the main. The 
Board members asked Director Bodine to make sure that the money received from the district for this 
work goes into the water/sewer fund rather than into the general fund.

The 2011 Tifft Symposium is being held September 21st and 22nd in Liverpool, NY. The fee will vary, 
depending on whether the employee(s) will be attending the Symposium one day or both days. Lodging 
will not be required. Secretary Fox will determine who is interested in attending the Symposium during 
the foreman’s meeting on Monday and provide Deputy Clerk Martin with the exact costs for the Village 
Board to consider Tuesday night. 

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner Nissen to authorize the attendance of up 
to three (3) employees at the Tifft Symposium being held September 21st and 22nd in Liverpool, NY. 

Motion Carried.

During last month’s meeting, the question was asked as to whether the Village as an entity can be a 
member of FLWWC, or if membership must be under individual names. Secretary Fox contacted Jean 
Millis of the FLWWC and was told that municipalities have a varying number of water plant operators 
and water/sewer workers and so the fee structure for municipalities is set up on an individual basis. There 
are companies that are FLWWC members as a single entity, but in those cases, only one person within 
that organization is designated as the FLWWC member. It was agreed that it would be cheaper in the long 
run to submit a membership application for each of the Municipal Board members, as the dues ($15 for 
three years) would easily pay for themselves.

MOTION by Commissioner Payne, seconded by Commissioner Banach to authorize Secretary Fox to 
submit individual applications to register each Municipal Board member as a member of FLWWC.

Motion Carried.

The second of the three filters at the Water Treatment Plant is scheduled to be taken offline the beginning 
of October to be cleaned and painted. New media for this filter has been ordered and should be delivered 
the middle of October. Keuka Park Water/Sewer Clerk Wheeler asked to be notified if Jerusalem’s 
distribution system will be required to change the amount of water it draws or the days of the week when 
those draws occur while this project is taking place. With a pending change in personnel in Jerusalem’s 
water/sewer operations, the Board agreed that the Village should be provided with a main contact name 
and phone number for Jerusalem while this filter cleaning and painting is taking place.

The paving of the parking lot at the Water Treatment Plant has been completed. 

A meeting with representatives of the Village and the Town of Jerusalem was scheduled for tomorrow
to discuss the accounting aspects of what the Town is paying for with regard to the maintenance of the 
WWTP. However, Clerk-Treasurer is unavailable to attend the meeting, so it has been postponed until 
further notice.

In July, two septic systems in the village were inspected by Watershed Inspector Paul Bauter – one 
at 3 Maple Avenue and one at 9 Maple Avenue. A baffle failure was discovered in the septic system 
at 9 Maple Avenue and was repaired for $150. The septic system at 3 Maple Avenue totally failed the 
inspection and action will need to be taken within ninety days of the inspection (July 27th) to either 
connect that home to the Village’s sanitary sewer or install a new septic system. The septic system is 
located within 100 feet of the Village’s sanitary sewer line and the cost to connect to the sewer would be 
$10,000. A new septic system would cost approximately $3,500. It was agreed that an attempt should be 
made to eventually eliminate all septic systems within the village limits, especially since many of them 
are maintained by the Village. This topic will remain on the MUB agenda until a course of action has 
been decided.

Village Engineer Bob Elliott reported that a meeting took place with Village representatives and CASP 
personnel regarding the implementation of Phase II, the Dissolved Air Flotation (DAF) equipment. This 



phase appears to be proceeding on schedule. Director Bodine will continue to touch base with CASP 
Plant Manager Roland Klimm on a monthly basis to check on the status of the Phase II implementation. 

Director Bodine received a letter from Town of Milo Attorney Bob Foster stating that the County wants 
to sell a portion of a 20-acre parcel of land it owns on Old Bath Road. Morgan Marine wishes to use that 
site to erect a storage facility. In the letter, Attorney Foster asks if the Village would be interested in 
providing water to this facility or if the Town of Milo could provide water to the facility as an out-of-
district customer. The Board agreed that the second option is not permitted. Could Milo instead extend its 
water district to include this new facility? Director Bodine will draft a response letter to Attorney Foster 
regarding this issue once he verifies the boundary of the Milo water district in that area.

Chairman French and Commissioner Banach plan to attend the Village Board meeting on August 16th. 

MOTION by Commissioner Nissen, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to accept payment agreements 
in the amount of $6,677. Motion Carried.

MOTION by Commissioner LeClaire, seconded by Commissioner Payne to adjourn into Executive 
Session at 10:21 am to discuss filling the position of Water Treatment Plant Operator Trainee.

Motion Carried.

MOTION by Commissioner Payne, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to adjourn out of Executive 
Session at 10:56 am and return to the regular meeting. Motion Carried.

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner Nissen to accept the recommendation of 
the Interview Committee and hire a Water Treatment Plant Operator Trainee, effective September 6, 2011 
at a rate of $18.06 per hour. Motion Carried.
 
MOTION by Commissioner Payne, seconded by Commissioner Nissen to adjourn the meeting at
11:02 am. Motion Carried.

The next Municipal Board Meeting will be held Tuesday, September 13, 2011 at 8:30 am in the 
MUB meeting room on the second floor of the Village Office building.

Karen M. Fox, Secretary


