
MINUTES of the Penn Yan Municipal Board Meeting held November 15, 2012 in the MUB Meeting 
Room of the Village Hall, 111 Elm Street, Penn Yan.

ATTENDEES: Chairman Rom French, Commissioners Dan Banach, Bruce LeClaire and Dave 
Payne, Village Trustee Willie Allison and Assistant Director of Public Works 
Bill Jensen

ALSO ATTENDING: Trustee Rich Stewart, Village Engineer Bob Elliott, Keuka Park Water/Sewer 
Clerk Carrie Wheeler and Observer Reporter David Specksgoor 

ABSENT: Commissioner Leigh Mackerchar, Director of Public Works Brent Bodine and 
Village Clerk-Treasurer Shawna Wilber 

Chairman French called the meeting to order at 8:32 am.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MOTION by Commissioner LeClaire, seconded by Commissioner Payne to approve the minutes of the 
October 11, 2012 MUB meeting minutes with no corrections. MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC REQUESTS AND COMMENTS
None at this time.

CALL FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION
MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner Payne to hold an Executive Session at 
the end of this meeting to discuss the work history of an employee. MOTION CARRIED.

MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEE  
Ron Keech was unable to attend today’s meeting, so there was no report.

AUDIT
MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to approve the audit as 
presented and to recommend to the Village Board that the Municipal bills for the month be paid as 
follows:

Electric Fund $142,958.93
Water Fund $    8,204.65
Sewer Fund                                      $    7,913.67  
Total Municipal Audit $159,077.25 MOTION CARRIED.
(plus)
Facade Program $              0
General Fund                                    $  67,298.16  
Total Village Audit $226,375.41

TREASURER’S REPORT
No report.

ELECTRIC
NYPA Firm Hydro Energy for November – NYPA’s memo indicates that there will be no reduction in 
firm hydro energy sales for the period of November 1st through November 30th. 



Assistant Director Jensen reported that three members of the Municipal electric crew – Jef Bodine, 
Charlie Bush and Mike Mullins – went to Long Island for ten days to assist LIPA (Long Island Power 
Authority) and National Grid in restoring power to those affected by super storm Sandy. Commissioner 
Banach suggested that an assessment be done to determine what materials we have available (including 
meters and poles) in case a similar disaster were to occur in this area. The Board agreed that this makes 
sense from an emergency management standpoint. 

Bob Mathisen of RAM Consulting submitted a proposal to do the design engineering to provide a three-
position selectable switch for manual LTC voltage reduction for each transformer at the Ryder and 
Welker substations. The cost for this work would be $9,275.

MOTION by Commissioner LeClaire, seconded by Commissioner Banach to accept the proposal and hire 
RAM Consulting to design a selectable switch for manual LTC voltage reduction for each transformer at 
the Ryder and Welker substations at a cost of $9,275. MOTION CARRIED. 

If engineering services are requested by the Village during construction of this project, it would be billed 
on a time and materials basis at the RAM Consultant rate of $105 per hour. At present, it is unknown 
whether or not this service will be needed. If it is determined that we require this service, then a separate 
MOTION will be made.  

The Board reviewed information about Penn Yan companies who have made use of IEEP funds to 
improve HVAC systems, purchase energy-efficient appliances and make general energy-efficient building 
improvements. In addition, IEEP funds have also been used to fund a residential insulation program and a 
compact fluorescent bulb giveaway. 

Wood utility poles will need to be ordered to replace inferior poles identified during a recent pole 
inspection. 

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to authorize going out for bids 
for wood utility poles in various sizes and quantities to make a truckload. MOTION CARRIED.

WATER/SEWER 
Assistant Director Jensen reported that we are continuing to aggressively complete I&I (Inflow and 
Infiltration) inspections at village residences and businesses. 

During the December MUB meeting, the Board will discuss the amount to charge for conducting property 
transfer I&I inspections. Commissioner Banach suggested that the charge be based on the amount of time 
it typically takes to do such an inspection.

Village Engineer Elliott submitted a request to the EFC (Environmental Facility Corporation) for 
monetary assistance for sewer work that would be needed for the development of the waterfront near the 
old Penn Yan boat company site. He submitted a proposal to Director Bodine to perform a Phase I 
Environmental Audit for $1,500. He told the Board that having such an audit done would help to identify 
any environmental issues so they can be addressed.

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner Payne to accept the proposal from 
Elliott Engineering Services and to hire them to do a Phase I Environmental Audit for CWSRF waterfront 
sewer upgrades at a cost of $1,500. MOTION CARRIED.



A few instances have occurred at several multiple-dwelling buildings in the village where the water 
meters were not properly assigned or labeled. Director Bodine suggested at the last meeting that a policy 
be developed to obtain written verification from landlords as to which meter is for which apartment. Once 
this policy is written, the Board will review it, revise it if necessary, and adopt it via MOTION. 

Six employees would like to attend the FLWWC Winter Meeting being held December 6th in Waterloo, 
NY (five employees were already approved to attend per Resolution 16-2012).

MOTION by Commissioner LeClaire, seconded by Commissioner Payne to authorize the attendance of a 
sixth employee at the FLWWC Winter Meeting being held December 6th in Waterloo, NY (five 
employees were already approved to attend per Resolution 16-2012). MOTION CARRIED.

A letter was received late yesterday from St. Mark’s Terrace Administrator Debra Hafleigh and Reverend 
David Smith (President of the St. Mark’s Terrace HDF Corporation Board). In the letter, they state the 
reasons why they feel the Terrace should be classified as ‘institutional’ for purposes of billing under the 
EDU system. Director Bodine and the Board have not had a chance to fully review the letter, so this 
matter will be tabled until the December MUB meeting, unless Director Bodine wishes to take action 
before then. The Board asked that Ms. Hafleigh be contacted so that she knows the Board has received, 
and is reviewing, her letter. 

Steven Brooks, owner of 112 Seneca Street, wrote a letter to the Board asking for forgiveness of high 
water and sewer bills for the month of October. The higher-than-usual usage at that address (which is 
unoccupied and used as a storage facility) was due to a leaking faucet and a broken pipe near a toilet. The 
Board will stick with its policy that, whether living at the property or not, a property owner is ultimately 
responsible for checking on their property so that such problems can be identified and handled. Therefore, 
the Board is denying Mr. Brooks’ request. A letter will be sent to Mr. Brooks stating so. 

MOTION by Commissioner LeClaire, seconded by Commissioner Payne to honor the request from 
Steven Brooks for water and sewer bill forgiveness for October in the amounts of $388.70 for water and 
$241.55 for sewer due to a water leak at 112 Seneca Street. MOTION DENIED.

WATER TREATMENT PLANT
Measures are being taken to make the Water Treatment Plant more energy efficient including LED 
lighting outside, a more efficient heating system in the garage area and additional insulation. 

Sheryl Robbins of the NYS Department of Health will be at the water plant on November 29th to conduct 
the yearly inspection. 

At one time, there was interest from the Village of Dresden to have chemicals housed at the water plant 
for the wholesale water customers to pick up, allowing them to possibly pay less if the chemicals are 
delivered to one location. That has been more than a year ago and the WTP staff no longer feels this is 
an option worth pursuing.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
Bid specifications for a new vacuum truck are being developed. It was hoped that the vacuum unit could 
be installed on a chassis already owned by the Village, but one will not be available. Selling the current 
vacuum truck at the Tietsworth auction may help offset some of the cost of purchasing a new chassis. 

Methane gas is now being used to heat the maintenance building at the Wastewater Treatment Plant. 



OTHER BUSINESS
No items were discussed.

VILLAGE ENGINEER’S REPORT       
Village Engineer Elliott reported that it is still hoped that construction will start in the spring of 2013 on 
the proposed improvements at the WWTP. 

VILLAGE BOARD MEETING
Commissioners LeClaire and Banach plan to attend the Village Board Meeting on November 20 th. 
    
PAYMENT AGREEMENTS
MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner Payne to approve the Payment 
Agreements in the amount of $15,169.72. MOTION CARRIED.

SERVICE REQUESTS
The various crews are continuing work to address issues listed in the Service Requests report.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to adjourn into Executive 
Session at 9:47 am.

MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner Payne to adjourn out of Executive 
Session at 10:28 am and return to the regular meeting.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION by Commissioner Banach, seconded by Commissioner LeClaire to adjourn the meeting at 
10:31 am. MOTION CARRIED.

NEXT MEETING
The next Municipal Board Meeting will be held Thursday, December 13, 2012 at 8:30 am in the 
MUB meeting room on the second floor of the Village Office building. 

Karen M. Fox, Secretary        


